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Introduction 
 
The purpose of this handbook is to provide students and their families information about the 
subjects provided at Emmanuel Christian Community School. Students in Years 9 and 10 study 
subjects aligned with the Western Australian Curriculum.  
 
Students study the compulsory subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Bible Life, Health and Physical Education as well as electives chosen from the Arts, 
Technologies, Physical Education options and Soccer Academy. 
 

• Assessment of the Western Australian Curriculum takes place in different levels and for 
different purposes, including: 

• ongoing formative assessment within classrooms for the purposes of monitoring learning 
and providing feedback, to teachers to inform their teaching, and for students to inform their 
learning 

• summative assessment for the purposes of twice-yearly reporting by schools to parents and 
carers on the progress and achievement of students 

• annual testing of Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students' levels of achievement in aspects of literacy 
and numeracy, conducted as part of the National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

• periodic sample testing of specific learning areas within the Western Australian Curriculum 
as part of the National Assessment Program (NAP) 

General Information 
 

Homework in the Lower Secondary Program 
 
In Years 9 & 10 students are expected to consolidate their classroom learning with homework. 
 
Homework benefits students in many ways: 
 
• It helps develop important study and time management skills.  
• It reinforces skills learnt in class, giving student opportunities to practice.  
• It provides an opportunity for students to become responsible for their own learning 
• Homework can also help parents to understand their child’s progress, making education a 

collaborative effort between students, parents and the school. 
• It can challenge and extend students 
 
Homework recommendations 
 
Emmanuel recommends that students in Years 9 and 10 do up to two hours of homework, five 
times per week. This recommendation is only a guideline because each student works at a 
different pace to another.  
 
In Years 9 and 10, homework 
 
• Aims to develop good habits of reviewing work done in class 
• Is set regularly 
• Is used to practice skills and processes learned in class 
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One of the roles of the Student Diary is to assist students organise their assignments and 
homework. Students are expected to take their diary to every lesson and record all homework and 
special events. It is a guide for parents/guardians to check the setting and completion of 
homework and may be used for communicating with the teacher. 
 
For students to make the most of their education at Emmanuel it is their responsibility to:  
 
• Pay full attention in class to obtain the greatest value for their education 
• Write down homework as given by the teacher into their school diary 
• Check on SEQTA for homework or materials set by the teacher to be completed for homework 
• Complete the homework by the due date to a high standard 
• Bring it to school completed  
• Ask for teacher assistance if there is anything they did not understand or could not complete 

Teachers will: 

• Develop a teaching and learning program that appropriately delivers the current Western 
Australian Curriculum. 

• Provide students with homework that supplements in-class learning 
• Ensure that the amount of homework does not exceed the recommended time for homework for 

a particular year group 
• Provide time in class for students to write down homework in their diaries 
• Put homework and associated materials onto SEQTA whenever it is set 
• Provide sufficient time for students to complete homework 
• Check that students do the homework 
• Check for understanding of the homework 
• Provide feedback to students regarding homework 
• Inform parents if students are habitually not doing homework, or not completing it to satisfactory 

standards 

We would ask parents/guardians/carers to: 

• Contact the teacher in the first instance and then the appropriate Head of Learning Area (HOLA) 
if there are concerns about the quantity or difficulty of the homework 

• Encourage their child to do set homework 
• Ensure that there is time set aside to do homework 
• Inform the teacher if a student is unable to complete their homework 
• Provide a quiet place dedicated for homework or study 
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Learning Enrichment 
 
Rational 
 
Learning Enrichment caters for academic, social and spiritual needs for students who may find 
mainstream education and learning environments a challenge. While there is a strong focus around 
literacy and numeracy, time is allocated for all subject areas with support using collaborative group 
work and one on one instruction.  
 
There are two branches of support given; one being to assist students with English as their second 
language and those who have learning difficulties for a range of reasons. Assessments may be 
modified to cater for the needs of the individual student or taught explicitly to assist with language 
barriers.  
 
It is our aim to give all students the opportunity to learn to the best of their ability given individual 
needs in an inclusive caring environment. 
 
Aims 
 
• To show the love of Christ in a teaching environment giving each student self-worth and hope for 

the future. 
• To provide quality inclusive education for all students.  
• To assist all students in reaching their academic potential throughout high school. 

 
The Learning Support Program 
Students with diverse learning needs have access to programs and curricula to support their 
development cognitively, physically and socially. 
 
Programs for Year 9 and 10 students include: 
 
Streaming of classes for Mathematics and English. Classes are smaller where students have 
been identified as needing significant levels of support. Within the classes, curricula and 
assessments are differentiated to address specific needs. 
 
Literacy Enhancement – for those experiencing difficulties with literacy significantly below the 
levels of their peers and in comparison, to their cohort. 
 
Numeracy Support – identified students are withdrawn from classes to work in small groups with 
the Learning Support Teacher. 
 
C Pen Reader assistive technology is available for all students diagnosed with Dyslexia.  
 
Education assistance will be offered to funded students. 
 

  



6 | P a g e  
 

Documented Plans 
These include Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and Individual Behaviour Plans (IBPs).  
 
• IEPs are for students who cannot access mainstream curriculum and need personalised modified 

outcomes, assessments or learning activities. 
• Autism plans are IEPs developed for students with Autism Spectrum Disorder which identify key 

areas for consideration such as curriculum, assessment modifications and accommodations, 
social skills, communication skills, sensory processing and organisational skills. 

• IBPs are developed in conjunction with the Pastoral Care Team. 

 

Extension Opportunities 
Students are extended through differentiated curricula offered in Mathematics classrooms to 
prepare them for the courses offered in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Students are offered after school clubs that extend them in mathematics and technologies. Other 
extension opportunities are being explored. 
 
Enquiries  
 
Mrs Grace Gabrielson (Learning Support Teacher) 
 
 

Learning Areas at ECCS 
 
The Arts 
Bible Life 
Career Education 
English 
Health and Physical Education 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
Languages other than English (Spanish) 
Mathematics 
Science 
Technologies 
Learning Support 
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The Curriculum Team for 2021 
 
The following people can assist students in making curriculum decisions: 
 
Deputy Principal Curriculum      Mrs Bronwyn Carruthers 
 
VET Coordinator       Mrs Leanne Brown 
 
Learning Support       Ms Grace Gabrielson 
 
Learning Areas 
 
English        Mrs Surette Britz 
 
Mathematics        Mrs Beulah Lombard 
 
Science        Mrs Nicolette Vickers 
 
Humanities and Social Sciences     Mr Jonathan Morey 
 
The Arts 
 

 Visual Art       Mrs Tanya Carcione 
 Design and Media      Ms Kara Pegrum 
 Music and Drama      Ms Emily Schinkel 

 
Health and Physical Education     Mr Peter Siani 
 
Technologies 
 

 Digital Technologies      Mr Anandh Padmanabham 
 Food Technologies and Textiles    Mrs Ena Dunn 
 Woodwork       Mr Paul Jackson 

 
Bible Life        Mr Stuart Hayward 
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Curriculum Awards 
 
Students are recognised for their academic achievements after each semester with Certificates of 
Excellence and Endeavour. The annual Awards Night rewards students who are the top of their 
cohort in a particular subject or course and those who have worked diligently and consistently 
throughout the year. 
 

Certificates of Excellence  
Can be awarded at the end of each semester to students who have achieved 80% of “A” grades or 
close to that for the subjects assessed according to the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
(SCSA) criteria.  
 

Certificates of Endeavour 
Are awarded at an assembly at the end of each semester to students who have applied themselves 
consistently across multiple Learning Areas to achieve high standards or have displayed 
improvement in their academic performance. 
 

Subject Awards 
Presented at the Awards Evening at the end of the academic year to students who are the top of 
their cohort in each Learning Area.   
 

Compulsory Subjects 
Bible Life 
In our weekly Bible Life classes, we seek to cover the following: 

Engage with the Bible: Students will read the Bible and increase their understanding of what it 
says on this topic. They will also be encouraged to apply the Bible to their lives and will be 
introduced to the concepts of biblical theology.  

Know the gospel: Students will learn about the life and teaching of Jesus, come to appreciate the 
significance of his death and resurrection, and consider their own response to him.   

Examine different world views: In a safe and supportive environment, students will be 
encouraged to question, discuss and critically evaluate other world views and practices.  

Learn about their Christian heritage:  Students will have the opportunity to learn about key events 
and people who have impacted history as they have put their faith into action.  

Examine ethical issues:  Students will be encouraged to see the relationship between faith and 
behaviour as they examine a range of personal and public ethical issues.  

Have opportunity for personal spiritual growth:  Students will be encouraged to grow in their 
personal knowledge of God and in their prayer, worship, trust and obedience in the context of 
Christian community and through opportunities to serve others. 
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Year 10 Careers 
The Year 10 Careers Program helps students prepare for life beyond school, making career choices 
while still at school, and choosing courses to work towards future employment or further study. 
Students develop a range of soft skills including problem solving, self-promotion, communication, self-
awareness, resilience and the importance of body language. 
 
Students learn to prepare resumes, cover letters and career plans to assist them with their future 
goals and aspirations of entering the workforce. 
 
At the end of the year, students participate in a week of work at a wide variety of work placements 
from Scitech and Sonshine FM to retail stores for a week of work. Work experience provides 
opportunities for students to undertake vocational learning and develop work-readiness skills in 
preparation for further study towards a skilled occupation or further education after leaving school. 
 
Sample of the feedback received: 
 
‘Many thanks for an opportunity to meet such engaging young people; they are a credit to the 
school and to their families’  
 
‘What a pleasure having the student with us over the last week. If you ever need work placement in 
the future, please do not hesitate to contact us we would be willing to take more students from the 
school.’ 
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English 
Introduction 
 
The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands:  
• Language 
• Literature  
• Literacy.  

Teaching and learning programs balance and integrate all three strands. 
 
Aims 
 
 English aims to ensure that students:  

• learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect on increasingly complex and 
sophisticated spoken, written and multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts with 
accuracy, fluency and purpose  

 
• appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its variations and develop a sense of its 

richness and power to evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate interaction with 
others, entertain, persuade and argue  

 
• understand how Standard Australian English works in its spoken and written forms and in 

combination with non-linguistic forms of communication to create meaning 
  
• develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts and develop an 

informed appreciation of literature. 

 

English Content Descriptions 

Language - Language variation and change 
• language for interaction 
• text structure and organisation 
• expressing and developing ideas 
 
Literature - Literature and context 
• responding to literature 
• examining literature 
• creating literature 
 
Literacy - Texts in context 
• interacting with others 
• interpreting, analysing, evaluating 
• Creating Text 
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Year 9  
 
English Year Level Description 

Literary texts that support and extend students in Years 9 and 10 as independent readers are drawn 
from a range of genres and involve complex, challenging and unpredictable plot sequences and 
hybrid structures that may serve multiple purposes. These texts explore themes of human 
experience and cultural significance, and involve levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning and 
intertextual references. Students develop a critical understanding of the contemporary media and 
the differences between media texts. Informative texts represent a synthesis of technical and 
abstract information (from credible/verifiable sources) about a wide range of specialised topics. Text 
structures are more complex and include chapters, headings and subheadings, tables of contents, 
indexes and glossaries. The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises Australian 
literature, including the oral narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, as 
well as the contemporary literature of these two cultural groups, and classic and contemporary world 
literature, including texts from and about Asia. 

Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including 
narratives, procedures, performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses, transformations of 
texts and reviews. 

English Achievement Standard 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 
• analyse the ways that text structures can be manipulated for effect.  
• analyse and explain how images, vocabulary choices and language features distinguish the work 

of individual authors. 
• evaluate and integrate ideas and information from texts to form their own interpretations.   
• select evidence from texts to analyse and explain how language choices and conventions are 

used to influence an audience.  
• listen for ways texts position an audience. 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)  
• understand how to use a variety of language features to create different levels of meaning. 
• understand how interpretations can vary by comparing their responses to texts to the responses 

of others. 
• demonstrate how manipulating language features and images can create innovative texts 
• edit for effect, selecting vocabulary and grammar that contribute to the precision and 

persuasiveness of texts and using accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=mode
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=mode
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=creating
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Year 10  
 
English Year Level Description 
In Year 10, students interact with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and community members in a 
range of face-to-face and online/virtual environments. They experience learning in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts, including local community, vocational and global contexts.  
 
Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They interpret, create, evaluate, discuss and 
perform a wide range of literary texts in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts 
designed to inform and persuade. These include various types of texts, with themes and issues 
involving levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning and intertextual references. Students develop 
critical understanding of the contemporary media, and the differences between media texts.  
 
The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises Australian literature, including the oral 
narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as well as the contemporary 
literature of these two cultural groups, and classic and contemporary world literature, including texts 
from and about Asia.  
 
Literary texts are drawn from a range of genres and involve complex, challenging and unpredictable 
plot sequences and hybrid structures that may serve multiple purposes. These texts explore themes 
of human experience and cultural significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global 
dilemmas within real-world and fictional settings and represent a variety of perspectives. Informative 
texts represent a synthesis of technical and abstract information (from credible/verifiable sources) 
about a wide range of specialised topics. Text structures are more complex including chapters, 
headings and subheadings, tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. Language features include 
successive complex sentences with embedded clauses, a high proportion of unfamiliar and technical 
vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and dense information supported by various types of 
graphics and images.  
 
Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including narratives, 
procedures, performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses, transformations of texts and 
reviews.  
 
English Achievement Standard 
 
Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

• evaluate how text structures can be used in innovative ways by different authors.  
• explain how the choice of language features, images and vocabulary contribute to the 

development of individual style.  
• develop and justify their own interpretations of texts.  
• evaluate other interpretations, analysing the evidence used to support them.  
• listen for ways features within texts can be manipulated to achieve particular effects 
• show how the selection of language features can achieve precision and stylistic effect.  
• explain different viewpoints, attitudes and perspectives through the development of cohesive and 

logical arguments.  
• develop their own style by experimenting with language features, stylistic devices, text structures 

and images.  

 

 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=create
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=aesthetic
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=media%20texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=text
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=language%20features
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=create
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=types%20of%20texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=mode
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Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

• understand how the selection of language features can be used for particular purposes and 
effects. 

• explain the effectiveness of language choices they use to influence the audience. 
• show how ideas can be expressed in new ways, through combining ideas, images and language 

features from other texts. 
• create a wide range of texts to articulate complex ideas.  
• make presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, building on others' 

ideas, solving problems, justifying opinions and developing and expanding arguments.  
• demonstrate understanding of grammar, vary vocabulary choices for impact, and accurately use 

spelling and punctuation when creating and editing texts 

Assessment for Year 9 and 10 English 
 
Assessments arise naturally out of the teaching and intended learning of the curriculum and 
syllabus and determine achievement within the strands. Students create an assessment portfolio 
that will be kept at the school, but these can be reviewed at any time. Classwork and homework are 
both integral to assist students to achieve to their full potential. 
 
Enquiries 
Mrs Surette Britz (Head of English Learning Area) 
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Humanities and Social Sciences 
Rationale 
Humanities and Social Sciences is the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural, 
environmental, economic and political contexts. Humanities and Social Sciences has a historical 
and contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and considers opportunities and 
challenges for the future. 
In the Western Australian Curriculum, the Humanities and Social Sciences learning area comprises 
four subjects: Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, Geography and History. 
 
Aims 
Develop in students: 

• a deep knowledge and sense of wonder, curiosity and respect for places, people, cultures, 
events, ideas and environments throughout the world 

• a lifelong sense of belonging to, and engagement with, civic life, with the capacity and 
willingness to be informed, responsible, ethical and active participants in society at a local, 
national and global scale 

• a knowledge, understanding and an appreciation of the past and the forces that shape society 
• the ability to think critically, solve problems, make informed decisions and propose actions in 

relation to real-world events and issues 
• enterprising behaviours and capabilities that enable them to be active participants and 

decision-makers in matters affecting them, which can be transferred into life, work and 
business opportunities 

• an understanding of, and commitment to, the concepts of sustainability to bring about equity 
and social justice 

• a knowledge and understanding of the connections among the peoples of Asia, Australia and 
the rest of the world. 

 
Year 9 
History  
Students develop their historical understanding through key concepts, including evidence, continuity 
and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability. These 
concepts are investigated within the historical context of the making of the modern world from 1750 
to 1918. They consider how new ideas and technological developments contributed to change in 
this period, and the significance of World War I. 
 
Geography 
The concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability and change continue to 
be developed as a way of thinking, which provides students with an opportunity to inquire into the 
production of food and fibre, the role of the biotic environment and to explore how people, through 
their choices and actions, are connected to places in a variety of ways. Students apply this 
understanding to a wide range of places and environments at the full range of scales, from local to 
global, and in a range of locations. 
 
Civics & Citizenship 
Students continue to build on their understanding of the concepts of the Westminster system, 
democracy, democratic values, justice and participation. They examine the role of key players in the 
political system, the way citizens' decisions are shaped during an election campaign and how a 
government is formed. Students investigate how Australia's court system works in support of a 
democratic and just society. 
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Economics & Business 

Students are introduced to the concepts of specialisation and trade while continuing to further their 
understanding of the key concepts of scarcity, making choices, interdependence, and allocation and 
markets. They examine the connections between consumers, businesses and government, both 
within Australia and with other countries, through the flow of goods, services and resources in a 
global economy. The roles and responsibilities of the participants in the changing Australian and 
global workplace are explored. 

Assessments 

Topic Tests and Essays     33% 
Research Tasks       37% 
Exams        30% 

 

Year 10 

History  
Students study the inter-war years including the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression, a 
depth study of World War 2 including the causes and course of the war, experiences of Australians 
at war, the impact of the war, and an examination of the significant events that occurred such as the 
atomic bombing s and the Holocaust. They then look at rights and freedoms in Australia and the 
United States, including the struggle for Indigenous rights and a comparison of the two nations’ Civil 
Rights movements.   
 
Geography 
Students explore concepts of sustainability, environmental worldviews, changing coastal 
environments, and management of natural resources. They also study geographies of human 
wellbeing, including measuring and mapping wellbeing, issues in development, and the roles of 
governments and non-government organisations in improving wellbeing.  
 
Civics & Citizenship 
Students investigate the key features of Australia’s system of government, Australia’s global roles 
and responsibilities, and the threats and safeguards to Australia’s democratic society.  
 
Economics & Business 
Students study indicators of economic performance, the links between economic performance and 
living standards, distribution of wealth, and the ways governments and businesses manage and 
respond to changing economies.   

Assessments 

Topic Tests and Essays     33% 
Research Tasks       37% 
Exams       30% 
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Mathematics 
Rationale 
Learning mathematics creates opportunities for and enriches the lives of all Australians. The 
Western Australian Curriculum: Mathematics provides students with essential mathematical skills 
and knowledge in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 
It develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic life, and 
provides the fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professional applications of 
mathematics are built. 
 
Aims 
To ensure that students: 

• are confident, creative users and communicators of mathematics, able to investigate, represent 
and interpret situations in their personal and work lives and as active citizens 

• develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding of mathematical concepts and fluency with 
processes, and are able to pose and solve problems and reason in Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability 

• recognise connections between the areas of mathematics and other disciplines and appreciate 
mathematics as an accessible and enjoyable discipline to study. 

Year 9 

Year 9 Level Description 

The proficiency strands understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning are an integral 
part of mathematics content across the three content strands: number and algebra, measurement 
and geometry, and statistics and probability.  
 
At this year level: 

• understanding includes describing the relationship between graphs and equations, simplifying a 
range of algebraic expressions and explaining the use of relative frequencies to estimate 
probabilities and of the trigonometric ratios for right-angle triangles 

• fluency includes applying the index laws to expressions with integer indices, expressing 
numbers in scientific notation, listing outcomes for experiments, developing familiarity with 
calculations involving the Cartesian plane and calculating areas of shapes and surface areas of 
prisms 

• problem-solving includes formulating and modelling practical situations involving surface areas 
and volumes of right prisms, applying ratio and scale factors to similar figures, solving problems 
involving right-angle trigonometry and collecting data from secondary sources to investigate an 
issue 

• reasoning includes following mathematical arguments, evaluating media reports and using 
statistical knowledge to clarify situations, developing strategies in investigating similarity and 
sketching linear graphs. 

Year 9 Achievement Standard 

• Number and Algebra 
 

 At Standard, students solve problems involving simple interest. They apply the index laws to 
numbers and express numbers in scientific notation. Students expand binomial expressions. 
They find the distance between two points on the Cartesian plane and 
the gradient and midpoint of a line segment. Students sketch linear and non-linear relations. 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/number
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/probability
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/simple-interest
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/index
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/scientific-notation
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/gradient
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/midpoint
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• Measurement and Geometry 
 

 Students interpret ratio and scale factors in similar figures. They explain similarity of triangles. 
Students recognise the connections between similarity and the trigonometric ratios. They 
calculate areas of shapes and the volume and surface area of right prisms and cylinders. 
Students use Pythagoras’ Theorem and trigonometry to find unknown sides of right-angled 
triangles. 

• Statistics and Probability 
 

 Students calculate relative frequencies to estimate probabilities, list outcomes for two-step 
experiments and assign probabilities for those outcomes. They compare techniques for 
collecting data from primary and secondary sources. Students construct histograms and back-to-
back stem-and-leaf plots. They make sense of the position of the mean and median in skewed, 
symmetric and bi-modal displays to describe and interpret data. 

 
Assessment 
 
Homework    6% 
Investigations    15% 
Tests     49% 
Exams     30% 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/ratio
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/similar
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/similarity
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/similarity
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/trigonometric-ratios
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/volume
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/probability
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/frequencies
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/estimate
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/mean
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/median
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/data
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Year 10 
 
Year 10 Level Description 

The proficiency strands understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning are an integral 
part of mathematics content across the three content strands: number and algebra, measurement 
and geometry, and statistics and probability.  

At this year level: 

• understanding includes applying the four operations to algebraic fractions, finding unknowns in 
formulas after substitution, making the connection between equations of relations and their 
graphs, comparing simple and compound interest in financial contexts and determining 
probabilities of two- and three-step experiments 

• fluency includes factorising and expanding algebraic expressions, using a range of strategies to 
solve equations and using calculations to investigate the shape of data sets 

• problem-solving includes calculating the surface area and volume of a diverse range of prisms 
to solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths and angles using applications of 
trigonometry, using algebraic and graphical techniques to find solutions to simultaneous 
equations and inequalities and investigating independence of events 

• reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs involving congruence and similarity, 
interpreting and evaluating media statements and interpreting and comparing data sets. 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

• Number and Algebra 
 At Standard, students recognise the connection between simple and compound interest. They 

solve problems involving linear equations and inequalities. Students make the connections 
between algebraic and graphical representations of relations. They expand binomial expressions 
and factorise monic quadratic expressions. Students find unknown values after substitution into 
formulas. They perform the four operations with simple algebraic fractions. Students solve simple 
quadratic equations and pairs of simultaneous equations. 

• Measurement and Geometry 
 Students solve surface area and volume problems relating to composite solids. They recognise 

the relationships between parallel and perpendicular lines. Students apply deductive reasoning to 
proofs and numerical exercises involving plane shapes. They use triangle and angle properties to 
prove congruence and similarity. Students use trigonometry to calculate unknown angles in right-
angled triangles. 

• Statistics and Probability 
 Students compare data sets by referring to the shapes of the various data displays. They 

describe bivariate data where the independent variable is time. Students describe statistical 
relationships between two continuous variables. They evaluate statistical reports. Students list 
outcomes for multi-step chance experiments and assign probabilities for these experiments. 
They calculate quartiles and inter-quartile ranges. 

Assessment  
 
Investigations (including homework & revision) 25% 
Tests       40% 
Exams       35%  

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/number
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/probability
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/compound-interest
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/factorise
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/monic
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/volume
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/angle
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/congruence
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/similarity
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/probability
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/bivariate-data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/independent-variable
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Streaming of Year 9 and Year 10 Mathematics classes from 2021 
 

Teachers use the Western Australian Curriculum content and achievement standards first to identify 
current levels of learning and achievement and then to select the most appropriate content (possibly 
from across several year levels) to teach individual students and/or groups of students. This takes 
into account that in each class there may be students with a range of prior achievement (below, at, 
and above the year level expectations) and that teachers plan to build on current learning. 

Students will be placed in streamed classes in Year 9 and Year 10 so that all students can be 
catered for to their level of ability.  The Mathematics will be offered on four levels: 
 
Stream 1: Extension, Advanced and Upper Standard levels 
 
• The EXTENSION stream is an academically challenging course and is suitable for students who 

have performed at a high level showing a strong aptitude in Mathematics as well as a genuine 
interest.  On this level the students will be working at a higher level than the other streams, with 
the aim of offering students an opportunity to be extended and providing an excellent platform for 
their senior school mathematical studies.  In this stream little time is spent on the basics of each 
topic and the majority of the time is spent on more complex aspects. This class will provide 
students with the opportunity to continue to Year 11 Mathematics Methods. 

 
• The ADVANCED stream is suitable for students who have shown a fluency in mathematical 

basics.  Students in this stream will be working at a higher level as the standard stream, with 
some time spent on basics and then rapidly moving on to more complex aspects of each topic.  
This class will provide students with the opportunity to continue to Year 11 Mathematics 
Methods. 

 

Stream 2: Standard and Modified levels 
 
• The STANDARD steam provides a course that is presented at Year level as determined by 

SCSA.  More time is spent on achieving fluency of mathematical concepts and providing 
students with the opportunity to continue to Year 11 Mathematics Applications. 

 
• The MODIFIED stream provides a slower pace and hence more opportunity to cement the 

foundation of basic mathematical concepts.  This stream also provides greater scaffolding for 
problem solving.  This stream will equip students to continue to Year 11 Mathematics Essentials. 

All four streams allow for flexibility i.e. the students are not fixed in a particular stream.  Students 
may move between streams according to their needs and performance throughout the duration of 
the year. 
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Science 
Rationale 
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about the 
biological, physical and technological world. Science provides opportunities for students to develop 
an understanding of important science concepts and processes, the practices used to develop 
scientific knowledge, of science's contribution to our culture and society, and its applications in our 
lives. The curriculum supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings and 
skills to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues and to participate, if they 
so wish, in science-related careers. 
 

The science curriculum promotes six overarching ideas: patterns, order and organisation; form and 
function; stability and change; systems; scale and measurement; and matter and energy. 
 
Aims 
To ensure that students develop: 

• an interest in science as a means of expanding their curiosity and willingness to explore, ask 
questions about and speculate on the changing world in which they live 

• an understanding of the vision that science provides of the nature of living things, of the Earth 
and its place in the cosmos, and of the physical and chemical processes that explain the 
behaviour of all material things 

• an understanding of the nature of scientific inquiry and the ability to use a range of scientific 
inquiry methods, including questioning; planning and conducting experiments and investigations 
based on ethical principles; collecting and analysing data; evaluating results; and drawing critical, 
evidence-based conclusions 

• an ability to communicate scientific understanding and findings to a range of audiences, to justify 
ideas based on evidence, and to evaluate and debate scientific arguments and claims 

• an ability to solve problems and make informed, evidence-based decisions about current and 
future applications of science while considering ethical and social implications of decisions 

• an understanding of historical and cultural contributions to science as well as contemporary 
science issues and activities and an understanding of the diversity of careers related to science 

• a solid foundation of knowledge of the biological, chemical, physical, Earth and space sciences, 
including being able to select and integrate the scientific knowledge and methods needed to 
explain and predict phenomena, to apply that understanding to new situations and events, and to 
appreciate the dynamic nature of science knowledge. 

 
The science content includes the three strands of Science Understanding, Science as a Human 
Endeavour and Science Inquiry Skills. The three strands of the curriculum are interrelated, and their 
content is taught in an integrated way. The science inquiry skills and science as a human 
endeavour strands are described across a two-year band. 
 
 
Science Understanding 
 
Science understanding is evident when a person selects and integrates appropriate science 
knowledge to explain and predict phenomena and applies that knowledge to new situations. 
Science knowledge refers to facts, concepts, principles, laws, theories and models that have been 
established by scientists over time. 

The Science Understanding strand comprises four sub-strands – Biological Sciences, Chemical 
Sciences, Earth and Space Sciences, Physical Sciences. 
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Science as a Human Endeavour 
 
Nature and development of science: This sub-strand develops an appreciation of the unique 
nature of science and scientific knowledge, including how current knowledge has developed over 
time through the actions of many people. 

Use and influence of science: This sub-strand explores how science knowledge and applications 
affect peoples' lives, including their work, and how science is influenced by society and can be used 
to inform decisions and actions. 

 
Science Inquiry Skills 
 
Questioning and predicting: Identifying and constructing questions, proposing hypotheses and 
suggesting possible outcomes. 

Planning and conducting: Making decisions regarding how to investigate or solve a problem and 
carrying out an investigation, including the collection of data. 

Processing and analysing data and information: Representing data in meaningful and useful 
ways; identifying trends, patterns and relationships in data, and using this evidence to justify 
conclusions. 

Evaluating: Considering the quality of available evidence and the merit or significance of a claim, 
proposition or conclusion with reference to that evidence. 

Communicating: Conveying information or ideas to others through appropriate representations, 
text types and modes. 

 

Year 9  
Science Understanding 

At Standard, students explain chemical processes and natural radioactivity in terms of atoms and 
energy transfers and describe examples of important chemical reactions. They describe wave and 
particle models of energy transfer and apply these to explain phenomena. Students explain global 
features and events in terms of geological processes and timescales. They analyse how biological 
systems function and respond to external changes and describe ecosystems with reference to 
interdependencies, energy transfers and flows of matter. 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Students describe social and technological factors that have influenced scientific developments. 

 
Science Inquiry Skills 
 
Students design questions that can be investigated. They design methods that include the control 
and measurement of variables and systematic collection of data and describe how they considered 
ethics and safety. Students analyse trends in data, identify relationships between variables and 
inconsistencies in results. They analyse their methods and the quality of their data and suggest 
actions to improve the quality of their evidence. Students evaluate others’ methods and 
explanations from a scientific perspective and use appropriate language and representations when 
communicating their findings and ideas. 
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Year 10  
Science Understanding 

By the end of Year 10, students analyse how the periodic table organises elements and use it to 
make predictions about the properties of elements. They explain how chemical reactions are used 
to produce particular products and how different factors influence the rate of reactions. They apply 
relationships between force, mass and acceleration to predict changes in the motion of objects. 
They explain the concept of energy conservation and represent energy transfer and transformation 
within systems. Students describe and analyse interactions and cycles within and between Earth’s 
spheres. They describe the evidence for scientific theories that explain the origin of the universe 
and the diversity of life on Earth. They explain the processes that underpin heredity and evolution.  

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Students analyse how the models and theories they use have developed over time. 

Science Inquiry Skills 

Students develop questions and hypotheses and independently design and improve appropriate 
methods of investigation. They describe how they have considered reliability, safety, fairness and 
ethical actions in their methods. When analysing data, selecting evidence and developing 
conclusions, they identify any sources of uncertainty. Students evaluate the validity and reliability of 
claims made in secondary sources with reference to the evidence cited. They construct evidence-
based arguments and select appropriate representations to communicate science ideas. 

Assessment for Years 9 and 10 

Scientific Inquiry Skills   25% 
Extended Response    20% 
Tests      25% 
Exams      30% 
 

Streaming in 2021 
Students will be streamed in Years 9 and 10 for Mathematics which will affect the composition of 
Science classes. Streaming helps prepare students for the various pathways available in Upper 
School. 

Enquiries  

Mrs Nicolette Vickers (Head of Science Learning Area) 
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Health and Physical Education 

 
Rationale  
In Health and Physical Education, students learn how to enhance their own and others' health, 
safety, wellbeing and physical activity participation in varied and changing contexts. Integral to 
Health and Physical Education is the acquisition of movement skills, concepts and strategies to 
enable students to confidently, competently and creatively participate in a range of physical 
activities in various contexts and settings. Through Health and Physical Education, students learn 
how to enhance their health, safety and wellbeing and to contribute to building healthy, safe and 
active communities. 
 
Aims 
To develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to enable students to: 

• access, evaluate and apply appropriate information and resources to take positive action to 
protect, enhance and advocate for their own and others' health and wellbeing across their 
lifespan 

• develop and use skills and strategies to promote a sense of personal identity and wellbeing, and 
to build and manage respectful relationships 

• acquire, apply and evaluate movement skills, concepts and strategies to respond confidently, 
competently and creatively in a variety of physical activity contexts and settings 

• engage in and enjoy regular movement-based learning experiences and understand and 
appreciate their significance to personal, social, cultural, environmental and health practices and 
outcomes 

• analyse how varied and changing personal and contextual factors shape their understanding of, 
and opportunities for, health and physical activity locally, regionally and globally. 

The Health and Physical Education curriculum comprises two strands: Personal, social and 
community health; and Movement and physical activity. 
 
Personal, social and community health 

• Being healthy, safe and active 
• Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing 
• Contributing to healthy and active communities 

Movement and physical activity 

• Moving our body 
• Understanding movement 
• Learning through movement 

Assessment 

Physical Education     Health Education 
Game Performance   50%   Investigation  45% 
Game Skills   50%   Response  55% 
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Year 9  
Health Achievement Standard 
 
At Standard, students identify and apply relevant criteria to determine reliability of online health 
information and whether it is suitable for use in a particular context.  
 
Students evaluate a range of characteristics of respectful relationships, such as showing respect for 
self and others, and personal differences and opinions. They describe and apply appropriate skills 
and strategies to resolve and manage conflict within different environments. 

Physical Education Achievement Standard 
At Standard, students select and use individual movement skills and sequences that increase in 
complexity and perform them with increased speed, control and improved accuracy. They 
implement tactics and adapt them in response to previous performances. 
  
Students describe projectile motion; summation of forces; and ways to measure a number of the 
body’s responses to physical activity. In competitive contexts, students participate ethically and 
demonstrate ways to build motivation and encourage teamwork. 

 

Year 10  
Health Achievement Standard 

Students explain the impact of social and cultural influences on personal identity and health, safety 
and wellbeing, including stereotypes and gender, diversity and cultural differences. They analyse 
media messages about health and propose and evaluate interventions to improve individual and 
community health and wellbeing. 

Students evaluate the impact of emotional responses on relationships and apply skills and 
strategies to promote respectful relationships, such as taking action to address disrespect or other 
inappropriate behaviour. 

 

Physical Education Achievement Standard 

Students select, use and evaluate individual movement skills and sequences and implement tactics 
appropriate to the physical activity context, based on the outcome of previous performances. They 
apply appropriate technique while performing skills that increase in complexity. 

Students describe acceleration and force absorption in relation to physical activity and improving 
performance. They describe ways to measure hydration and perceived exertion in response to 
physical activity. Students demonstrate ethical behaviour in competitive contexts and apply skills 
and strategies to improve team performance. 

 

Enquiries 

Mrs Robyn Jones HPE Teacher 
Mr Peter Siani HPE Teacher  
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Electives Selection 
 
Students in Years 9 and 10 may choose electives. From the choices made by students, it will be 
determined whether an electives class will run, as will the number of classes of that elective that will 
run. If an electives class does not run, or is full, the next available electives class in order of a 
student’s preference will be considered for that student. When choosing an elective, students 
should consider subjects that provide a foundation for the senior school courses as well as subjects 
that they are most interested in. 

 
In Years 9 and 10, students choose three electives and two reserves. There will be fees associated 
with most of these electives.  
 
Students will be asked to enrol for these subjects via the web using Edval Choice. Students will be 
emailed a link and unique webcode. Students should choose their electives in conjunction with their 
parents or guardians. A copy of the printed form of the selections must be signed by the student and 
parent/guardian and then returned to reception. 
 
Please select a total of three (3) electives plus two (2) reserve options.  
 
Reserve options  
 
While every effort will be made to accommodate course options, it is more than likely that some 
students will miss out on some of their preferences because there are not sufficient numbers to run 
a class, or the class clashes with a higher ordered preference option. Therefore, some thought 
should go towards reserve options so that a place can be reserved in that class in the case of a 
student missing out on their first preferences. The order of choosing the subject is important to 
consider also. 
 
All electives are full year courses. Fees will be charged at the start of each semester. 
 
The Arts 

• Drama 
• Media 
• Music 
• Musical Theatre 
• Visual Arts 

Health and Physical Education 
• Outdoor Recreation 
• Exercise and Sports Science 

Technologies 
• Design and Technologies - Woodwork 
• Digital Technology and Mechatronics 
• Food Specialisation 
• Materials and Technologies - Textiles 

Soccer Academy 
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Choices must be from at least 2 different learning areas (e.g. Arts & Technologies). You 
cannot choose 3 from the same learning area. 
Reserve Options 
 
Although every effort is made to give students their choice of electives it is not always possible for 
all students to get all their preferences. This could be due to electives not running as there are 
insufficient numbers to hold a class, or a class may clash with a higher ordered preference option. It 
is important that students select their reserves carefully and to choose the order of their preferences 
carefully also. Two reserve electives are chosen along with the main three electives. 
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The Arts 
 
Drama 
 
Years 9 & 10 
 
Year 9 and 10 Drama is a dynamic course that will encourage students to extend themselves in the 
area of Performance. In addition to developing their talents on the stage, students will learn “behind 
the scenes” skills in costuming, props, stage management and stage production. Students will be 
encouraged to examine and perform a variety of existing stage works and will be given the 
opportunity to showcase their own creativity through the writing their own original stage works. In 
addition, they will learn the performance strategies of theatre “greats” from both history and the 
present day, to encourage students to develop a purposeful and creative approach to their Drama 
work. 
 
Class work includes but is not limited to: 
• Working from existing scripts  
• Writing original scripts 
• Rehearsing and performing existing and original works 
• Workshops and Incursions by industry standard professionals 
• Creative planning in the form of portfolio work (i.e. collages, costume diagrams, etc.) 
• Performance opportunities  

Assessments:  
Practical Tasks- (Class activities, Rehearsals, Performances) 70% 
Portfolio Work (Planning and Managing Performances) 30% 
 
Associated Fees 
TBA- Workshops could cost money per student 
 
Pathways: 
Students who complete this course could be set on a path to develop their skills further with other 
institutions that are based on audition entry, or through TAFE courses in Drama. Potential career 
pathways could include Acting, Directing, Stage Managing, Props and Costumes, or 
Teaching/Coaching in Drama based on further study. 
 
Enquiries 
Ms Emily Schinkel – Music and Drama Teacher 
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Media 
Years 9 & 10 
 
In Year 9 and 10, students are provided with opportunities to view media work, exploring the 
way it is constructed in different contexts and analysing how it can be used to appeal to or challenge 
the values of an audience. They explore past and current media trends and consider the impact that 
context and audience have on media work. Students make and respond to their own productions 
and professional media work using refined media production skills and processes including problem 
solving, working as a team, or independently; setting and following personal and group timelines; 
and independently using media equipment safely and responsibly. Students may work within, or 
across, the following media - film, television, photography, print media, radio or online media. Media 
focus options for Year 9 and 10 may include Media Fiction (TV fiction, magazines, Hollywood films 
etc.) or Media Non-Fiction (documentaries, photographic essays etc.). 
 
Class work includes but is not limited to 
• Viewing and responding to a range of media work  
• Understanding, identifying and manipulating genre, style, representations, codes and 

conventions 
• Building on both individual and team skills (specific roles and responsibilities e.g. director, editor, 

scriptwriter, set design etc.) 
• Planning and storyboarding in preparation for major productions 
• Filming and editing - Learning to use media equipment safely - camcorders (Year 9), DSLR (Year 

10)  
• Using Media computers, learning to manipulate programs such as Adobe Premiere Pro and 

Photoshop 
• Creating productions e.g. sitcoms, soap operas, teen dramas, film trailers, documentary films etc. 

 
Assessments  
 
Practical assessments  65%  
Responding – theory-based assessments  35%  
 
Associated Fees 
$40 per semester 
 
Pathways  
Students who show a particular aptitude to Media Arts in Year 9 and 10 are encouraged to pursue 
this subject in Year 11 and 12. Career pathways from studying Media Arts include digital marketing, 
advertising, cinematography, photography, animation, public relations, social media management, 
television/film/video producer or director, art direction, screenwriting/scriptwriter/scenarist, web 
content manager, runner - broadcasting/film/video and a range of other careers that require 
attention to detail and creativity. 
 
Enquiries 
Ms Kara Pegram – Design and Media Teacher  

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/media-work
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/media-work
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/contexts
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/values
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/audience
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/trends
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/media-work
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/media-work
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/the-arts/media-arts3/arts-overview/glossary2/setting
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Musical Theatre 
 
Years 9 & 10 
 
Students in Year 9 and 10 Performing Arts will have the opportunity to be inspired by existing 
Musical Theatre works and will be able to use their knowledge as a springboard for creativity in the 
areas of Music, Drama and Dance. While students sample all three main elements of the course, 
they will be encouraged to pursue their own artistic interests for practical assessments. Students will 
be able to learn practical skills in the creative arts, as well as in basic stage production, 
management, and audition skills through their class work as well as workshops from industry 
standard professionals.  
 
Class work includes but is not limited to: 
• Working from existing scripts and stage works (i.e. existing dance routines) 
• Rehearsing and performing original scripts and stage works 
• Creative planning in the form of portfolio work (i.e. collages, costume diagrams, etc.) 
• Performance opportunities  

Assessments:  
Practical Tasks- (Class activities, Rehearsals, Performances) 70% 
Portfolio Work (Planning and Managing Performances) 30% 
 
Assessment 
 
Associated Fees 
TBA- Workshops could cost money per student 
 
Pathways 
Students who complete this course could be set on a path to develop their skills further with other 
institutions that are based on audition entry, or through TAFE courses in Drama or Music. Potential 
career pathways could include Acting, Directing, Stage Managing, Props and Costumes, Musician, 
or Teaching/Coaching in Music or Drama based on further study. 
 
Enquiries 
Ms Emily Schinkel – Music and Drama Teacher 
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Music 
 
Years 9 & 10 
 
Rock n Roll- Music of the 1950s (Year 9) - Worship Music (Year 10)  
Students enrolled in Year 9 and 10 Music will have the opportunity to explore a variety of different 
musical styles, within a mainly contemporary framework. Students will learn the building blocks that 
make up specific styles and will have the opportunity to stretch their performance abilities on band 
instruments (drum set, guitar, electric bass, keyboard and vocals). Students will learn how to play 
song covers on the band instruments mentioned but will also be encouraged to pursue their creative 
ideas to create their own works and will be able to stretch themselves in whatever musical area they 
are interested.  
 
Class work includes: 
• Practical learning of basic instrument skills- drum set, keyboard, guitar, electric bass, and vocals 
• Theory and composition worksheets and games (i.e. Kahoot!) to aid in the purposeful learning of 

instruments and song writing skills.  
• Rehearsing and performing covers of band works 
• Planning and composing new music within given frameworks 
• Development of Aural skills through listening activities  
• Performance opportunities  

Assessments:  
Practical Tasks- (Class activities, Rehearsals, Performances) 60% 
History, Theory, and Composition tasks 40% 
 
Associated Fees  
No cost 
 
Pathways: 
Students who complete this course could be started on a path to develop their skills in music 
through further study at other institutions. This course is to a similar level of difficulty as a Certificate 
II / III in Music Industry and could provide a bridge to further study through TAFE. Students who sit 
AMEB exams or other external examinations will have support in their learning in class. Career 
possibilities after further study could include Musician, Worship leader, Vocal/Instrumental Coach, 
Composer, and Music Teacher 
 
 
Enquiries 
Ms Emily Schinkel – Music Teacher 
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Visual Art 
 
Years 9 & 10 
 
In Year 9 and 10, students are introduced to a range of art styles, techniques and processes as they 
explore their own artistic interests. These courses are structured to give students ample 
opportunities to adapt and refine their artistic skills in preparation for future studies in Visual Art. 
Over the course of Year 9 and 10, students will explore a broad range of Australian and 
International artists from Ancient times through to Contemporary artists producing work today. The 
exploration of a range of artists and art styles functions to grow a deeper appreciation for culture 
and to inspire students in their own work. As students refine their skills in painting and drawing, they 
will be given more freedoms to explore their own artistic ideas and styles through Studio Projects in 
Year 10. These projects prepare students for Upper School Visual Art as they develop a Folio of 
work and resolved artwork in response to a given theme.  

 
Class work includes but is not limited to: 
• Observational drawing  
• Abstract approaches to drawing and painting   
• Coloured pencil rendering   
• Construction of clay sculptures 
• Oil and acrylic painting  
• Printmaking techniques  
• Viewing and responding to a range of artworks  
• Creating a Folio of work in response to a theme  

 
Assessments: 
The Visual Arts course is a hands-on course, well suited to students who enjoy creating art and 
sharing their ideas and messages in a visual format.  
 
Making – practical assessments 75% 
Responding – theory-based assessments 25% 
 
Associated Fees  
$50 per semester 
 
 
Pathways  
Students who show a particular aptitude to Visual Arts in Year 9 and 10 are encouraged to pursue 
this subject in Years 11 and 12. Career pathways from studying Visual Arts include architecture, 
advertising, animation, illustration, graphic design, interior design, fashion, theatre design and a 
range of other careers that require attention to detail and creativity.  
 
 
Enquiries 
Mrs Tanya Carcione – Visual Arts Teacher 
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Physical Education 
 

Exercise and Sports Science 
Years 9 & 10 
 
In Years 9 & 10, students explore concepts concerned with the understanding and enhancement of 
human movement potential. The focus of sport science is to maximise performance in preparation 
for competition, while lessening the risk of injury. Students will gain the background knowledge to 
assist with identifying client strengths and weaknesses so that a training program can be 
individualised for athletes to the elderly, and everyone in-between. Over the course of Year 9 and 
10, students will evaluate, research, assess and advise on coaching, training, competition and 
recovery practices in sport and fitness. Sports science covers four main key sciences; functional 
anatomy, sport psychology, exercise physiology and motor control and learning. Knowing how the 
human body acts and performs allows training programs to be designed for our clients to reach their 
maximum potential. 
 
Course work 
Course work includes but is not limited to: 
• Sporting gameplay, skills and strategies 
• Fitness testing and analysis 
• Strength and conditioning 
• Coaching 
• Anatomy 
• Nutrition 
• Injury prevention and treatment 
 Sports taping 
 First aid 

Assessments 
Practical – Fitness testing, gameplay, coaching etc.  60% 
Theory – Content, coaching plans, training programs etc.  40% 
 
Associated Fees  
$50 per semester 
 
Pathways 
This subject will provide an excellent grounding for Physical Education Studies in Upper School, 
either General or ATAR. As the sports and health industries continue to expand, sports science has 
rapidly become a popular course for its pathways to a variety of different industries such as; 
Exercise and Sports Science, Exercise Physiology, Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Sports 
Medicine, Biomedicine, Nutritionists, Health and Physical Education, Personal Training, Sports 
Management, Coaching, Sports Psychologists and Exercise and Rehabilitation Research.  
 
Enquiries 
Mr Peter Siani – Health and Physical Education Teacher  
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Outdoor Recreation 
Years 9 & 10 
 
The Outdoor Recreation course aims to develop an understanding of our relationships with the 
environment, others and ourselves through experiential learning in natural settings. It provides 
students with an opportunity to develop essential life skills, physical activity skills, a comprehensive 
understanding of the environment and a positive relationship with nature. The course aims to 
develop self-awareness and leadership through opportunities to plan for, and facilitate, outdoor and 
recreational experiences.  
 
Course work 
Course work may include a combination of, but is not limited to: 
• Roping 
• Rock climbing 
• Biking (cycling/mountain-biking) 
• Fishing 
• Sailing 
• Surfing 
• Recreational Skipper’s ticket (RST) 

 The Recreational Skipper's Ticket is a nationally recognised certificate of competency 
which shows that the holder has the minimum knowledge and practical skills needed to 
operate a powerboat safely. 

• Recreational safety and first-aid 

Note: Content is subject to change and influenced by student preferences and monetary constraints 
 
Assessments 
Practical – Physical recreation performance and application  60% 
Theory – Content, journals, logbooks etc.  40% 
 
Associated Fees  
Approximately $250 per semester 
 
Pathways 
The course will prepare students for educational and career pathways in areas such as recreational 
facilitation, outdoor leadership, facilities management, eco-tourism, environmental studies and 
outdoor education. 
 
Enquiries 
Mrs Robyn Jones – Health and Physical Education Teacher 
Mr Peter Siani – Health and Physical Education Teacher 
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Technologies 
 

Design and Technology – Woodwork 
Year 9  
 
Students will apply various production methods to design, create and produce solutions to different 
problems. Students will use a 3D drawing program called Sketchup on their laptops to design and 
give dimensions for their products.  
 
The Year 9 use of machinery includes the bandsaw, the mitre saw, belt and disk sanders, the drill 
press, table routers and cordless drills. 
 
This subject leads into Year 10 Design and Technology and then into Years 11 and 12 General 
Materials and Design and for the students who have a desire for Engineering. 
 
 

Strands Content 

 
Knowledge and 
understanding 

Students apply a technology process to create or modify products, 
processes, systems, services or environments to meet human needs 
and realise opportunities. 
Students investigate and make judgements on how the characteristics 
and properties of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment 
can be combined to create designed solutions. 

 
Process and 
production 

Students understand how the nature of materials influences design, 
development and use. 
Students apply design thinking, creativity, innovation and enterprise 
skills to develop, modify and communicate design ideas. 

 
Assessments 
Progress will be monitored using Design and Technologies specific strands. 
Component of theory-based assessment 30% 
Component of practical assessment 70% 
 
Associated Fees 
Approximately $50-$60 per semester 
 
Pathways 
Students who show aptitude for this subject are encouraged to pursue Materials and Technology - 
Woodwork General in Years 11 and 12. 
 
General Woodwork is linked with TAFE, including these courses: 
• Carpentry, Joinery  
• Cabinet Making, Furniture Making 
• Drafting (Computer aided position in the building industry)  
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Year 10 
 
Students will apply various production methods to design, create and produce solutions to different 
problems. Students will use a 3D drawing program called Sketchup on their laptops to design and 
give dimensions for their products.  
 
The Year 10 machinery use includes all from Year 9 and in addition, the biscuit cutter, the Kreg 
creating system and the handheld router. 
 
This subject leads into Years 11 and 12 General Materials and Design and for the students who 
have a desire for Engineering. 
 
 

Strands Content 

 
Knowledge and 
understanding 

Students apply a technology process to create or modify products, 
processes, systems, services or environments to meet human needs 
and realise opportunities. 
Students investigate and make judgements on how the characteristics 
and properties of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment 
can be combined to create designed solutions. 

 
Process and 
production 

Students understand how the nature of materials influences design, 
development and use. 
Students apply design thinking, creativity, innovation and enterprise 
skills to develop, modify and communicate design ideas. 

 
Assessment 
Progress will be monitored using Design and Technologies specific strands. 
Component of theory-based assessment 30% 
Component of practical assessment 70% 
 
Associated Fees 
$60 per semester 
 
Pathways 
Students who show aptitude for this subject are encouraged to pursue Materials and Technology - 
Woodwork General in Years 11 and 12. 
 
General Woodwork is linked with TAFE, including these courses: 
• Carpentry, Joinery  
• Cabinet Making, Furniture Making 
• Drafting (Computer aided position in the building industry)  

 
Enquiries 
Mr Paul Jackson – Woodwork Teacher  
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Food Specialisation 
 
Years 9 & 10 
 
During the teenage years, adolescents increasingly become more responsible for the food choices 
they make. Various resources are available to help their decision-making such as nutritional 
information and awareness of Food Selection Models. Knowing how to read food product labels and 
an understanding of various labelling systems is also helpful. Teenagers also need information in 
order to take more responsibility in dealing with their own or their peers food allergies and 
intolerances. Having the skill to be able to prepare a range of healthy snacks and meals will provide 
lifelong benefits and enjoyment.  
 
Students will build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design 
and make high quality products for a wide range of users. They will evaluate and test their ideas 
and products and the work of others. During practical cooking sessions students will recall and 
apply the principles of food safety and hygiene and adapt and follow recipes using appropriate 
ingredients and equipment.   
 
Class work include but is not limited to: 
• Designing new recipes 
• Nutrition throughout life 
• Influences of food choices 
• Individual dietary needs 
• Global Food and Flavours 

• The art of baking 
• Top tips for working and preparing meat, 

poultry and fish safely 
• The greatness of grains 
• Culinary terms, skills and equipment 

Through this scheme of work, pupils will develop the following skills: 
• Collaborating and managing  
• Time management 
• Design thinking, creativity and enterprise skills 
• Organization of work and work area 
• Culinary skills and processing techniques 
• Constant awareness of hygiene and safety 

Assessment 
Knowledge and understanding        40% 
Processes and production skills       60% 
 
Associated Fees 
$30 per semester  
 
Pathways 
Students who display a natural talent in cooking in Year 9 and 10 are encouraged to pursue further 
studies in the Hospitality Industry.  Top jobs in this industry are hotel, restaurant and event 
managers and executive chef.  Other interests in food may open doors to careers in Nutrition such 
as consulting or couching Dietitian.    
 
Enquiries 
Mrs Ena Dunn – Home Economics Teacher 
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Digital Technologies and Mechatronics 
 
Years 9 & 10 
 
Mechatronics is a branch of engineering which combines many engineering disciplines such as 
mechanical engineering, electronics, computer engineering and robotics. 
In this unit, students will learn the basics of mechanical and electronic engineering and how they 
apply to robotics and other mechatronic systems.  They will also learn to program microcontrollers 
such as Raspberry Pi and Arduinos.  The knowledge gained will be applied to mechatronic projects 
to develop design, prototyping and problem-solving skills. 
 
Besides mechatronics, students will also develop general IT skills and will have the opportunity to 
work on IT-related projects, including computer networks, coding and web development. 
Some possible projects:  robot vehicle, robot arm, automation, game console controller, designing 
and building computer networks, coding, etc.  
 
Assessment 
Theory and Design: 50% 
Project: 50% 
 
Associated Fees 
No fees required.   
However, if students want to keep their project, they can pay for the components. 
 
Pathways 
This subject will give students an understanding of STEM, and the practical application of Science 
and Mathematics to Engineering problems. It will also lead into subjects like Engineering Studies, 
Applied Information Technology and Computer Science in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Enquiries 
Mr Andandh Padmanabham – Technologies Teacher 
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Materials and Technologies Specialisation – Textiles 
 
Years 9 & 10 
 
We all have a time where we need something stitched up or a button sewn back on. Being able to 
sew equips students with a lifetime skill that they will be glad to have. Sewing is a great stress 
reliever that boosts self-confidence. This elective helps debunk gender stereotypes, as all enjoy the 
subject. It develops problem solving skills, resourcefulness, patience and perseverance.  

Choosing textiles as an elective will stimulate creativity through practical and theoretical learning.  
Students will learn to develop an apparel or decorative self-directed design from brief to product.  

Class work includes but is not limited to: 
Design, select, and safely implement and test appropriate technologies and processes, to make the 
following: 

• Tote bag from recycling fabric 
• Activity blanket 
• Pyjama pants 
• Hoody 
• Reading and implementing a commercial sewing pattern 
• Operating an electric sewing machine. 
• Hand sew stiches 

Through this scheme of work, pupils will develop the following skills: 
 
• investigation  
• experimentation  
• design 
• making/creation 

Assessment 

Knowledge and understanding        30% 
Processes and production skills       70% 
 
Associated Fees 
$25 per semester. 
 
Pathways 
This elective will provide you the foundation to potentially pursue further study, training or work in 
the Textile Design Industry. 

Enquiries 
Mrs Ena Dunn – Home Economics Teacher 
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How to submit your preferences 
1. Log on to website https://my.edval.education/ 
2. Enter your unique webcode (check outlook email) 
3. Select courses in order of preference. 
4. Click submit 
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