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EMMANUELMESSENGER
PRIMARY SCHOOL EDITION

VISION
Through the teaching of God’s 
Word we will bring people to 
Christ and help them to grow in 
Him.

Matthew 28:19-20

Principal’s Message
God Uses Problems to Help Us Grow

“These little troubles are getting us 
ready for an eternal glory that will 
make all of our troubles seem like 
nothing.”  2 Corinthians 4:17 

God uses everything—even the 
pandemic we’re in right now—to 
help our character grow. He uses 
problems to help us mature. James 
writes it like this:
 

“My brothers and sisters, be 
very happy when you are tested 
in different ways. You know that 
such testing of your faith produces 
endurance. Endure until your testing 
is over. Then you will be mature 
and complete, and you won’t need 
anything” (James 1:2-4).

When Adam and Eve yielded to 
Satan’s temptation, their action 
made this statement: “God is not 
dealing fairly with us. He cannot be 
trusted.”

The goal of our salvation from sin is 
to completely reverse the effects of 
the fall, restoring in us the quality of 
trust. As we go through the various 
tests in life, may we never lose sight 
of God’s end purpose: to produce 
in us an unshakable confidence in 
God’s absolute trustworthiness.

continue on next page 
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We may feel tired and depleted 
right now because of how 
COVID-19 is affecting our lives 
and the lives of those we love. 
We are encouraged to look to 
God, to place our hope in Him, 
and to trust He is still in control.

He is a God of hope, and hope 
will not disappoint. 

In Romans 8:28, the Bible teaches, 
“We know that God causes 
everything to work together for 
the good of those who love God 
and are called according to His 
purpose for them” (NLT).

Gary Harris
Principal

Principal’s Message continued primarY school . Term 3 & 4
important dates

TERM 3 (10 WEEKS)
From 18 September (Friday) to 
25 September (Friday) Year 6 Camp

24 September (Thursday) End of Term 3

From 25 September (Friday) 
to 11 October (Sunday) School Holidays

TERM 4 (8 WEEKS)

12 October (Monday) Start of Term 4

13 October (Tuesday) Book Week Drama (PP-Year 6)

21 October (Wednesday) Primary School Faction 
Carnival - Jumps and Throws

23 October (Friday) Primary School Faction Carnival

29 October (Thursday) Year 6 Graduation Ceremony 

29 October (Thursday) Year 5/6 First Aid Incursion

2 November (Monday) Interschool Field

4 November (Wednesday) Whole School Prayer

5 November (Thursday) Interschool Athletics

19 November (Thursday) Year 6 Graduation Supper

20 November (Friday) Year 5 - Democracy Day

2 December (Wednesday) &  
3 December (Thursday) Primary School Concert

4 December (Friday) End of Term 4

From 5 December 2020 
(Saturday) to 27 January 2021 
(Wednesday)

School Holidays

28 January 2021 (Thursday) Start of 2021 Term 1

Disclaimer: These dates are correct at time of publishing and may 
be subject to change. Please refer to our website https://www.
eccs.wa.edu.au/events/ for up to date changes.
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important dates to note
Important Dates:

•	 Term 3 ends this Thursday 24 September 

•	 Term 4 begins Monday 12 October

2021 term dates for primary school

TERM START DATE END DATE PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

TERM 1
Thursday  

28th January  
2021

Thursday  
1st April  

2021

•	 Australia Day – Tuesday 26th 
January

•	 Labour Day Holiday – Monday 1st 
March

•	 Good Friday – Friday 2nd April 
(during term break)

•	 Easter Monday – Monday 5th 
April (during term break)

TERM 2
Tuesday  

20th April  
2021

Friday  
2nd July  

2021

•	 ANZAC Day – Monday 26th April
•	 Mid Term Break – Friday 4th June
•	 Western Australia Day – Monday 

7th June

TERM 3
Tuesday  
20th July  

2021

Friday  
24th September  

2021

•	 Mid Term Break – Friday 20th 
August - Monday 23rd August

•	 Queen’s Birthday – Monday 27th 
September (during term break)

TERM 4
Tuesday  

12th October  
2021

Friday  
3rd December  

2021

Disclaimer: These dates are correct at time of publishing and may be subject to change. Please refer to 
our website https://www.eccs.wa.edu.au/events/ for up to date changes.
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STRICTLY ENTRY FOR kindy 
& Pre-Primary Area

Canteen special lunch
Canteen will be offering a special lunch “Sausage 
Sizzle (Beef Sausage) and Apple Juice Combo” 
for just $5. There is an option for you to choose a 
vegetable sausage. This lunch will be available on 
the last day of Term 3, Thursday 24 September 
2020. On this day, the usual lunch menu will 
be CLOSED and only the sausage sizzle will be 
available. 
The order form for this special lunch is available 
from the receptions or school website.
We will also have a special recess morning with 
jelly, cupcakes and surprise treat for purchase.

Dear Parents/Guardians,
You may have noticed new signs on the Kindy and 
Pre Primary gates, which read

STRICTLY ENTRY FOR K AND PP CHILDREN 
AND FAMILIES ONLY
No thoroughfare to years 1,2 or exit

 
Kindy and Pre Primary are especially secure areas 
of any school, ensuring the safety of our youngest 
students.
Too often people have used this area to walk to 
years 1 and 2, leave the school rather than walk 
around the pathway and even propped open the 
gates for easier access.
These things cannot continue to happen. Even staff 
members may not walk through K and PP on their 
way to admin.
So we ask that all parents and families take note 
and DO NOT ENTER THE K OR PP AREA unless 
they have children in those classes.
Please do not be offended when staff approach you 
to remind you or stop you from walking through.
If you have any questions or concerns, please meet 
with Deputy Principal, Mrs Davis or Deputy for 
Students, Mr Gabrielson.
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS OPENING HOURS
Administration office and uniform shop will be open during school holidays. 

Administration Office
Casserley campus admin office is open from 
Monday to Friday from 9am to 1pm during 
school holidays. You can visit the office or 
contact us by email or phone.  
Email: admin@eccs.wa.edu.au
Phone: 08 9342 7377

Uniform Shop
Shop will be open in the second week of school 
holidays. 

Wednesday 7 October	 From 10am to 3pm
Thursday 8 October	 From 10am to 3pm

Price list and order forms are  available on the 
school website (https://www.eccs.wa.edu.au/
parents/uniforms/) 
Orders can also be made via email uniform@
eccs.wa.edu.au

term 4 - summer uniform
We are back to summer uniform in Term 4. There 
is a 2 week transition period in the first 2 weeks of 
Term 4 to change back. ALL students must wear 
summer uniform from Week 3. 
Uniform shop is OPEN during school holidays. 
Check the above opening dates and times. 
Price lists and order forms are available from the 
school website: https://www.eccs.wa.edu.au/
parents/uniforms/
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Design the Hyundai 
Football Car of the 
Future competition

Jacquie Chambers (Football West Partnerships 
Manager) and Michael Beros (Hyundai Regional 
General Manager) recently attended our Year 1 
assembly to present Sui, our year 5 student, with a 
huge prize! At the same time Sui was able to check 
out the limited edition, Hyundai Kona Iron Man Car!
Sui was one of only two winners of the ‘Design the 
Hyundai Football Car of the Future’ and won an 
Onside Sports voucher for our school! Sui’s also 
scored an exclusive Football Experience where she 
and 11 of her friends have an hour’s coaching with 
Football West Youth Development Officer and Perth 
Glory legend Gareth Naven.
Sui’s teacher Mrs Candis Wren and our Principal Mr 
Gary Harris gifted Sui a congratulations and thank 
you gift from our school. Well done Sui!

term 4 - book week
We are participating in Book Week 2020! This year’s 
theme is ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’. We are 
inviting all Primary students to dress up in costume 
on Tuesday 13 October (Term 4). 
With this theme in mind the possibilities are endless! 
Think of CURIOUS CREATURES from nature, jungle, 
sea creature or dinosaurs books or be inspired 
by books of WILD MINDS including adventurers, 
explorers or even scientists. Students are welcome 
to bring their gold coins to school on the book sale 
days to purchase ex-library books – all proceeds 
will be donated towards the purchase of new early 
childhood education books.
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Year 6 - Masquerade 2020
Earlier in Term 3, the Year 6 
students took part in their 
Masquerade. Preparations had 
been made and invitation’s had 
been sent out in Term 1, however 
COVID 19 and online schooling at 
the end of Term 1 meant that it 
had to be postponed.
There was much excitement 
leading up to this event and 
when the day arrived students 
discussed where the mystery 
restaurant would be that they 
would be taken to. After changing 
into their formal clothes, the 
students were taken by bus to 
the “Masquerade” Restaurant. 

When they arrived, they were 
greeted by Madame Gabriel-
neilson, the World Famous, 3 
Michelin Star winning restaurant 
owner. She informed her 
guests that her establishment 
only catered for the finest of 
customers. By eating at her 
restaurant they would be joining 
people such as Oprah, Jungkook, 
Ronaldo and Scott Morrison. 
Before entering, guests were 
told of the first of many rules 
for eating in Madame Gabriel-
neilson’s restaurant.
After entering and enjoying the 
entrees, guests were asked to 

were living the way God wants us 
to. 
It was a great afternoon and 
everyone put an amazing effort 
into what they would wear. The 
students conducted themselves 
in an appropriate way and 
appreciated all the effort that 
was made for them. 

take their seats and the formal 
meal began. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed the food, 
however some of the rules of 
how to eat the food were difficult 
for some guests, especially the 
very particular way they were 
instructed to eat their soup.

After eating a delicious 5 course 
meal, Mr. Steven threw out the 
rulebook and encouraged guests 
to get out of their seat and dance 
a little and take off their masks. 
He then went on to say that we 
all can wear masks to cover up 
who we really are and show who 
we pretend to be. He encouraged 
everyone to remember that we 
were created to reflect Jesus 
and therefore we didn’t need to 
pretend to be someone else if we 
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kindy & pre-primary 
Sports Carnival and Family Celebration day

a sack races and culminating in 
running races, where the parents 
finished by running against each 
other.
The other half of the factions 
were involved in doing rotations 
incorporating crafts, colouring, 
nail painting, shaving Dad and a 
photo booth.

This year, the first Kindergarten 
and Pre-Primary Sports Carnival 
and Family Celebration was held.
What began as a change to the 
Primary carnival became an 
opportunity to have our first PRE 
PRIMARY SPORT DAY.
We decided to make the most of 
Our State’s blessed situation and 
ask families to join in with their 
children a morning for families.
One half of the factions started 
doing rotations of different sport 
activities such as aiming at a 
target, egg and spoon, flag and 

participated and was only spoilt 
by a massive downpour as the 
second group was trying to finish 
the running races! However, 
even that became a part of the 
day which the families excitedly 
commented about as something 
that they will remember for ever!
We look forward to something 
similar in the year to come and 
we may even add a coffee van 
next year!

After morning tea time, the 
children and families then 
swapped and completed the 
opposite activities.
The whole event was enjoyed 
by the many families that 
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Multicultural Day Recap – 
Wednesday 9th September 2020
As someone at home complained 
in the morning of the water 
pressure in the shower being 
erratic and not hot enough, 
my brain quickly flicked to a 
reminder of how grateful and 
privileged I am to have running 
water of any kind.  We work in 
a school community where a 
significant number of families 
have experienced hardship, living, 
often for many years without 
enough food, water, clothing and 
shelter – our brothers and sisters 
– and they give us their children 
to educate. 
Our annual Multicultural Day was 
a blessing to many staff, students 
and families and also serves to 
remind me of blessing.  With the 
impact of COVID having affected 
our world in varying degrees over 
the course of the year, we were 
not even sure if the event would 
be able to take place.  Whilst I 
loved the day, I have to admit I 

multicultural day

contributed very little to making 
it happen other than donning 
a glorious Ethiopian dress and 
having fun.  We danced, ate, 
marched, drummed and sang our 
way around the world class by 
class.
I would like to honour the 
planning, organising, leading 
and supervising of everyone 
who made this day a spectacular 
success. 
Sure, it was different and we 
couldn’t have the usual shared 
lunch, but it didn’t phase 
anyone because Tilani and her 
magnificent team of marvellous 
makers created not just a meal 
to share, but a smorgasbord of 
colour, flavour, value and variety.   
They boiled, broiled, baked, 
grilled and fried their way into 
serving something sumptuous.  
Tilani got up with a spring in 
her step and was working in the 
canteen before the darkened 
dawn had dissipated to put the 
“add” into adventurous eating.  

As the teachers supervised at 
lunchtime, the wafting fragrance 
was tantalising as the spices of 
countries around the world were 
shared.
On Tuesday afternoon, a day 
before the event, a little PP 
student came bouncing into my 
room in the afternoon squealing 
with delight, “Mrs Wren, come 
and see, come and see”!  As 
I took her tiny hand, she was 
almost dragging me to display 
the flags which had been placed 
in front of the canteen and near 
the undercover.  What joy!  What 
a thrill to her little heart.  Yet in the 
busyness of Multicultural Day, it 
would be so easy to just wander 
by the flag covered fence and not 
notice it took someone time and 
effort to make it happen.  It may 
be a small price to pay, to create 
such a welcoming atmosphere, 
but it wasn’t me that paid it!  
Later, as I left that afternoon, I 
saw the flag unfurlers had been 
hard at work around the carpark 
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multicultural day (continued)

fenceline also.  Carol and Dylan, 
both highly qualified and leaders 
in their profession, had been out 
with ladders, cable ties and a 
plan to not leave before the job 
was done. 
No brass band?  No problem, is 
the motto Jane recites!  Give me 
a carpark and a speaker system 
and I’ll give you entertainment!  
Not only that, I’ll be funny and 
kind and inclusive and get all 
the spectators up getting their 
schmizzle on!  We toe tapped, 
turned left, twisted and tootled 
a wave to the drone as it passed 
over to cement our image into 
the history bank of the school.  
Parents in costume, parents with 
prams, Dads with phones and 
Mums with tans all abandoned 
their strategically placed seating 
to join in the fun.  When Jane told 
everyone to “move to the music 
before we start”, everyone took 
her seriously and arms went 
up, eyes closed and mojo was 
happening!  Adam, AKA “the 
sound guy” hovered nervously 

ready to leap in to fix any issues.  
He had work to do, but the show 
must go on – and it did!
Drumbeat took us all by surprise 
this year with a more melodic 
turn toward mellow.  Students 
drummed, the musicians played 
and instructed and conga lines 
conga(ed).  Our undercover 
area was wonderful, with the 
limestone cool to sit on, with 
a fabulous number of families 
watching on, sharing the joy with 
their children. 

I know everyone I have spoken to 
today has said they are very tired 
and someone responded saying 
“who knew having fun was so 
tiring – it was like a carnival!”  
I know I have missed many 
people in sending my thanks and 
gratitude for this opportunity to 
be created for the students – I 
am grateful to you for what you 
have done even though, perhaps, 
no one saw it.  We celebrate 
the positive values different 
cultures can teach us in an 

environment of acceptance.  Our 
God is multicultural – we know 
this because we are His and his 
love is shared in many diverse 
languages. 
We are blessed because this 
school is Emmanuel, God with 
us, and there is a humility, grace 
and commitment to serving each 
other and serving God that is 
precious.  It is a value we share, 
because in honouring others, we 
honour Him.  Your unseen acts 
make a difference.  As you pray 
for your students, as you look for 
the best in others, as you take the 
time to find new and interesting 
ways to teach a new concept or 
idea, as you work alongside other 
staff with their strengths and 
weaknesses with patience. 
Thank you and God bless you.
 
Candis Wren
Year 5 Teacher
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UNIFORM SHOP
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

OPENING HOURS
Shop will be open on the following days 
and times during school holidays:

•	 Wednesday 7 October 
From 10am to 3pm

•	 Thursday 8 October 
From 10am to 3pm

Price list and order forms are  available 
on the school website (https://www.eccs.
wa.edu.au/parents/uniforms/) 

Orders can also be made via email 
uniform@eccs.wa.edu.au

SUMMER UNIFORM

All students must wear summer 
uniform from Week 3 of Term 4

SUSTAINABLE 
SCHOOL SHOP

Parents if you are interested in 
BUYING AND SELLING SECOND-
HAND TEXTBOOKS or SECOND-HAND 
UNIFORMS, please go to 
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au
Free to register!   
Any questions, please ask at reception or 
Uniform Shop 

CANTEEN
END OF TERM 3

SPECIAL LUNCH &
TERM 4 SUMMER MENUS

Summer Menus and Order Forms for Term 
4 will be available from the reception and 
school website: https://www.eccs.wa.edu.
au/canteen/

SHARING PHOTOS
OF STUDENTS

Please ensure that you DO NOT post 
photos of students (other than your own) 
on facebook, Instagram, twitter etc. without 
the permission of their parents.
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Staff Spotlight
In “Staff Spotlight” series, we are introducing you to the hard workers and great minds that make up 
ECCS. In this issue, meet Phil, aka Mr G!

How long have you been at ECCS? 
I’ve taught here in two different millennia and long enough 
to teach the children of ex-students!
What is your greatest achievement related to your role 
at ECCS? 
Developing the Year 6 camp into 21 different Survivor 
series, a lasting memory for kids
Favourite hobbies? 
Fishing, perfecting my fantasy football league team and 
following American politics
Daily Motivation? 
A gratitude for the kind of life I’ve been privileged
Best moment at ECCS to date? 
It’s not a single moment but rather, moments. I enjoy 
seeing young people decide to be Jesus followers.
 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Expressions of Interest - to become a foster parent
We are looking for Expressions of Interest from 
a Christian family to become a Foster Parent for 
a 35 year old Down Syndrome woman who has a 
sweet nature and likes her own company. She is 
very involved in Church activities but is looking for 
a new home due to her ageing parents. She has 
set routines and is able to mainly look after herself 
with respect to personal care but needs help with 
transport and meals. She has day placements 
most days per week and PACT (People Actively 
Committed Together) will support Disability 
Support Workers to provide breaks for you.
If you can help, please contact:
Marjorie Cruz
People Actively Committed Together Incorporation 
(PACT Inc)
Chief Executive Officer
Phone: 9247 3373
Mobile: 0413 149 831

Phil Gabrielson aka Mr G
Year 6 teacher and Deputy for 

Students (Primary School)
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october School Holiday 
programs at Kingsway 
Indoor Stadium

Triple P – Positive 
Parenting Program

keyed up music

Keyed Up Music will be running Keyboard and Guitar 
lessons at Emmanuel Christian Primary School.
Prices start at $17.55 for a Keyboard group lesson 
and $18.10 for a Guitar group lesson
To enrol go to www.keyedupmusic.com.au/
enrolment-form or for more information please 
contact Therese 1300 366 243



1 4 2020 TERM 3  |  ISSUE 2  |  22 SEPTEMBER 2020

50 CASSERLEY AVE., GIRRAWHEEN, WA, 6064  |  PH: 08 9342 7377
admin@eccs.wa.edu.au  |  www.eccs.wa.edu.au  |       |       |       

EMMANUEL MESSENGER  |  PRIMARY SCHOOL EDITION

Junior Christian Endeavor (JCE) is a Children’s 
Ministry run by the Girrawheen Baptist Church 
attended by children aged Kindergarten to Year 6 
who come together to meet other friends and learn 
more about Jesus in a loving environment. We meet 
every Friday night during school terms from 5:30 to 
7:00 PM.
As we plan to resume JCE from Term 4, Parent 
Volunteers are desperately needed to assist in 
this ministry. Please contact Maria Reyes at the 
Casserley Reception with your details if you can 
assist.

COMMUNITY NEWS

School Entry Health 
Assessment for 
kindergarten children 

Child and Adolescent Community Health
22 Regents Park Road
Joondalup WA 6919
Ph: 08 9400 9500

Girrawheen baptist 
church – JCE
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CASSERLEY CAMPUS 

•	 Primary School
(Kindergarten to Year 6)

•	 Administration Office
•	 Uniform Shop

•	 Canteen

50 Casserley Avenue
GIRRAWHEEN, WA, 6064

SALCOTT CAMPUS 

•	 Secondary School
(Years 7 to 12)

•	 ATAR and VET courses
•	 Soccer Academy

•	 SES Cadets
•	 Clubs
•	 Media

•	 Woodwork
•	 Home Economics

•	 Art, Music and Drama

3 Salcott Road
GIRRAWHEEN, WA, 6064

PHONE: 08 9342 7377
EMAIL: admin@eccs.wa.edu.au

WEB: www.eccs.wa.edu.au
SOCIAL MEDIA:


